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ADJOURNMENT OF THE HOUSE 

Special 

MR R.F. JOHNSON (Hillarys — Leader of the House) [4.58 pm] — without notice: I move — 

That the house at its rising adjourn until a date and time to be fixed by the Speaker. 

I have had the pleasure of moving this type of motion for many years now, either on this side of the house or the 
other side of the house. I will be as quick as I can. It is that time of the year again. It is good to see the Speaker 
back in the chair, as he normally is for this historic occasion when I have the pleasure of moving the very 
important special adjournment motion. In doing so, the Leader of the House usually gives a bit of information 
about what the government has done during the year and then goes on to make some very complimentary 
remarks about many people associated with Parliament. 

I lead these remarks by saying that the Legislative Assembly has sat for 66 days this year, including three days of 
budget estimates hearings. By conclusion of the sitting today, Parliament will have passed around 60 government 
bills this year, including the Misuse of Drugs Amendment Bill to crack down on drug dealers who sell or supply 
illicit drugs to children or expose them to drug manufacturing; the Manslaughter Legislation Amendment Bill to 
amend the Criminal Code to increase the maximum penalty for manslaughter from 20 years’ imprisonment to 
life imprisonment; the Road Safety Council Amendment Bill to increase the amount of photograph-based vehicle 
infringement notices revenue to be credited to the road trauma trust fund from one-third to two-thirds from 
1 July 2011 and then 100 per cent from 1 July 2012; the Road Traffic Amendment (Alcohol and Drug Related 
Offences) Bill; the Dangerous Sexual Offenders Amendment Bill; the Criminal Investigation (Identifying 
People) Amendment Bill; the Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting (Special Powers) Bill; the Juries 
Legislation Amendment Bill; the Electoral and Constitution Amendment Bill; the Metropolitan Redevelopment 
Authority Bill; the Building Services (Complaint Resolution and Administration) Bill; the Retail Trading Hours 
Amendment Bill; and the Small Business and Retail Shop Legislation Amendment Bill. These are to name but a 
few, Mr Speaker. 

Mr G.M. Castrilli: What about the Cat Bill? 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: We will not talk about the Cat Bill! That has got to be up at the top there somewhere! 

These are just a few bills that this chamber has passed. The government has also responded to 2 519 questions on 
notice and over 870 questions without notice. However, when we consider some of the questions we received—
such as the one from the member for Perth in which he wanted to know how many condoms were made 
available for CHOGM delegates—I have to say that those sorts of questions really waste a lot of public time and 
I urge members to consider putting in only responsible questions. 

Mr M. McGowan: That’s actually the most interesting question I have ever heard of! 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: Really? I think one got coverage in “Inside Cover” today, and I have to say that I took a 
bit of delight in responding to that one. 

Mr Speaker, this is a special time of the year. It is a time when we stop arguing and bickering with each other 
and start becoming friendly and nice to each other. It is a pity that we cannot do that all year round, but this 
chamber is a theatre. I have to say that in the 19 years that I have been a member of this chamber, I have found it 
a very interesting and at times very humorous and amusing theatre and at other times a very distressing place to 
be. However, when I am asked about my job as a member of Parliament and how I get on with members 
opposite and members who sit alongside me, I am very proud to say that the rules of the chamber apply in here, 
but when I get outside the doors of this chamber, 99 per cent of members get on pretty well with each other. We 
are very civil and friendly and I think we mean well to each other. The world does not see that. The world sees 
what happens in this chamber from the television cameras that are present. The world never used to see that. 
When I first became a member of this place, the chamber did not have cameras. Geez, I am going back a while 
now! Cameras were a new invention in the chamber and I sometimes curse the day they were put in. 

Mr M. McGowan: Otherwise known as the good old days! 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: They were the good old days. However, I am a forward thinker and I actually think that 
today is probably better for members of Parliament. They know that they are going to be seen, and one hopes 
that they will behave properly and address issues properly, responsibly and soberly. I think that is quite 
important. 

I want to thank a few people and I will start with you, Mr Speaker. I thank you for the work you do. It is a very 
difficult job. Indeed, I have done your job as the Deputy Speaker for a time and as an Acting Speaker for four 
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years. I therefore know that it is not an easy job to do and I thank you for the way you have done it. I have been 
keeping a tally of calls to order and I must say that you are a very patient and tolerant Speaker. I have been 
keeping a scorecard of the naughty boys and naughty girls in the chamber and I will give you a little list of that 
number. 

Ms M.M. Quirk: Your time could be better spent if you actually got on top of your portfolios. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: No; do not be nasty. 

Ms M.M. Quirk: It’s true. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: This is in good humour. I think it is important to say that the Speaker has a difficult job. 

Ms M.M. Quirk: We’ve got to sit here all year and listen to this crap! 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: I think the member for Girrawheen doth protest too much, and I will tell her why in a 
minute! 

Ms M.M. Quirk: I know why! 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: The member for Girrawheen knows why! You see, Mr Speaker, that is the problem; we 
have all been called to order. Members get called to order more when they are in opposition than when they are 
in government. It is a fact of life because opposition members go that bit further. However, it is important that 
members be aware of the number of members formally called to order by the Speaker during question time. The 
figure is only of those who were called to order during question time; it does not include members who were 
formally called to order during other debates or procedures in the house. The figure is up to today, and there is a 
three-way tie for the winner. 

Ms M.M. Quirk: The member for Albany and the member for Girrawheen! 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: I will tell the member for Girrawheen who the winner was until yesterday: it was the 
member for Cannington. He was the horse out in front. He was followed very closely by the member for 
Girrawheen and of course the member for Cockburn as well. All three of them have been formally called to 
order during question time 24 times. 

Ms M.M. Quirk: Is that all? I must try harder next time! 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: That is what I am saying: the Speaker has been very lenient with the member for 
Girrawheen. I would have been a lot harder. The Speaker is a very generous person. The next one down the list, 
who was formally called to order 23 times, only one fewer than the member for Girrawheen, was the member for 
Warnbro. I would have thought he would have got more. Another member who should know better got 20—that 
is, the member for Albany. Of course, he is one of the Acting Speakers, so he is a bit naughty to have racked 
up 20. I am a bit surprised that the one after that with 18 was the member for Victoria Park. The one after that 
was the member for West Swan; she is not in the chamber and is obviously at home. She had 14. The member 
for Willagee, one of our newer members, racked up half of what the member for Warnbro got; he got 11. The 
member for Joondalup got 11 as well. I come to the member for Mandurah, who we often hear but do not see as 
he ducks down behind the seat in front; we cannot actually see him but we can hear him. 

Mrs L.M. Harvey interjected. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: Yes, exactly. The member for Mandurah has racked up 10; the member for Bassendean 
got 10, the member for Pilbara got nine; and so on and so forth. I have to say that the member for Rockingham 
should be commended; he has been called to order only once during question time. 

Mr M. McGowan: I have a special relationship with the Speaker! 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: We are therefore going to award the member for Rockingham a gold star for his good 
behaviour. The member for Girrawheen will get a ticking off and I will send a letter home with her. I just 
thought that tally was very interesting, but the formal calls to order were not all one-sided. The majority is from 
one side, obviously, as it always is, but some members on our side were called to order. The highest number on 
our side was from the member for Riverton; he got four. The member for Murray–Wellington got three; the 
Minister for Health, two; the Minister for Agriculture and Food, two; the member for Eyre, two; the Premier, 
two—even the Premier gets them; the Attorney General, one; the member for North West, one; the member for 
Wanneroo, one; and the Minister for Transport; Housing, one. That is not bad. That is the list of members called 
to order during question time. I thought it important that members know that. Next year they should do better. I 
want to see those numbers on both sides come down. 

I also thank the member for Mount Lawley for doing a tremendous job as the Deputy Speaker. I also thank the 
Acting Speakers, the members for Albany, Jandakot, Maylands, Kingsley and Joondalup for the job they do. I 
know what it is like, as I did it for four years. I thank the Leader of the Opposition and the Deputy Leader of the 
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Opposition, obviously, for their cooperation and everything that they do. I also thank the manager of opposition 
business, the member for Rockingham. He and I did not get on quite so well until about a year ago, but I think he 
has tempered his enthusiasm over the last 12 months. He has been a lot easier to get on with, he has been more 
cooperative, and I think there has been some genuine relaxing of the “I’m going to get you and you lot” 
approach. 

Mr M. McGowan: Détente. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: Détente; absolutely, yes. So that has been good. But I do want to thank him. 

I also thank the Minister for Regional Development and Leader of the National Party, and the members of the 
National Party, including the member for North West. I thank the Independent members—the member for 
Churchlands, who is the Independent Minister for Education; the member for Alfred Cove; the member for 
Kalgoorlie; and the member for Fremantle. 

I also thank the Premier and my ministerial colleagues. I thank the parliamentary secretaries—the member for 
South Perth, the member for Scarborough and the member for Murray–Wellington. I thank the government 
Whips—the member for South Perth earlier in the year, and now the member for Darling Range, and his 
assistant, Sylvia Norton. I thank all the government members who are not ministers or parliamentary secretaries 
for the tremendous support that they have given to not only me, but also the government over the last 12 months. 
We really appreciate their presence here and being here when they are needed. We appreciate that very much 
indeed. 

I thank Peter McHugh, the Clerk. I have said this so many times over the years. Where is he? He is over there. I 
thank Peter McHugh. I also thank, of course, John Mandy, who was the Deputy Clerk for a brief period this year, 
and who is on extended leave prior to officially retiring again. I thought he had gone. Is he still here somewhere? 
Is he on the other side of the wall? He is actually going to come in. I thought John had gone a long time ago. It 
will be good to see him back again. I give thanks to, of course, Kirsten Robinson, who has been Acting Deputy 
Clerk since April. I thought she was officially Deputy Clerk now. Is she not? She is acting—still? John is still 
deputy. I thought he had gone. I will have a word with him!  

I thank, of course, Liz Kerr, Clerk Assistant (Procedure), whom we have known for many years; Scott Nalder, 
Clerk Assistant (Committees); Isla MacPhail, our Sergeant-at-Arms, who does a tremendous job and keeps us all 
under control, and if anybody needs escorting out, she will be the one to do it. 

I also acknowledge and thank the Legislative Assembly office and chamber staff who have supported us all in 
the chamber during the year. They are, of course, John, Alice, Vanessa, Denis, Daniel, Hayley, Emily, Rob, 
Lachlan and Grace. We thank them all very much indeed on behalf of all members of Parliament. 

I also thank Anne Day and Louise Kierath, who provide administrative support; and Vince La-Galia. Vince is a 
legend. Vince is a legend in this Parliament—a true legend. He is one of the loveliest people I have ever met. He 
is a gentleman to all he meets. He always has a greeting, even when he has a bad leg or whatever else he has 
wrong with him. He is a great person and we certainly think a lot of him. 

I also thank all the Legislative Assembly committee staff, who do a terrific job with the various standing 
committees and joint standing committees of this chamber. I thank James Sollis, Rohan Davis, Sarah Smith, 
Cherie Toovey and Michael Loney—and all our Assembly parliamentary education presenters. 

I thank Russell Bremner, Executive Manager, Parliamentary Services; Rob Hunter, Deputy Executive Manager, 
Parliamentary Services, and Manager, Human Resources; and the human resources team. 

I thank Graham McDonald, Building Services Manager; and Peter Pascoe, Assistant Building Services Manager; 
it is great to have Peter back with us. 

I thank Enno Schijf, Catering Services Manager; Mark Gabrielli, Dining Room Manager; George Webb, Head 
Chef; and all the chefs; and dining room, bar and catering services staff. They do some wonderful food and 
beverages here in Parliament; they really do. It is a lot better than it was when I first came here, I have to tell 
you; it really is. 

I thank Dawn Timmerman, Finance Manager, and her staff. I thank Judy Ballantyne, Library and Information 
Services Manager, and her helpful and friendly staff. I thank Belinda Corey, Reporting Services Manager, and 
all the Hansard reporters. They are wonderful people, the Hansard reporters. They are the ones who make our 
nonsense look like intelligible commonsense, and we thank them indeed.  

I thank John Buchanan, Information Technology Manager, and his staff. I thank Tony Paterson, Security 
Manager, and all the security officers. I thank David Embry, and the audiovisual operators. I thank the most 
important people in Parliament—our wonderful switchboard operators, Cathy, Rosalie and Karyn. These ladies 
know who we are. We have to say only one word and they know exactly who we are. They are wonderful. I 
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thank Joe Lubout, our gym instructor—somebody I will have to meet one day. I will have to go and see what he 
looks like! 

Mr R.H. Cook: You work with him very closely, don’t you? 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: I know; absolutely. 

Mr M. McGowan: He’s very impressive. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: I am sure he is. I will have to go and meet him. How long has he been working for us? 

I thank David Boag, Head Gardener, and all the gardeners, cleaners and Parliament House staff who contribute 
to the operation of this place. 

I make special mention of our friends in the media gallery. Who wrote this? 

Mr J.M. Francis: They’re all out in the courtyard! 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: Okay. That is good. 

I also thank the people who help me personally tremendously here in this Parliament—Zak Kirkup, who works 
in the Premier’s area; Nick Hagley; Peter and Simon; and, indeed, Rosalie Cobai, who works in my office and 
does a lot of my media material and assists me with the preparation of my stuff as Leader of the House. They are 
all tremendous people, and without their help and assistance I would not be able to do the job that I do. 

Finally, I want to wish all members and staff, their families and loved ones, a very happy and a safe Christmas 
and New Year. I do mean that sincerely. I always try to start off a new year without looking back on the old one 
and not holding grudges from one year to another. So, as from 1 January, I hope that anybody whom I may have 
crossed in this year will look differently in 2012, and I hope we can start a new friendship and carry on working 
in a very, very pleasant way. Once again, to each and every one of them, a very, very happy Christmas and a 
very healthy and peaceful New Year. 

MR M. McGOWAN (Rockingham) [5.17 pm]: I join with the Leader of the House in passing on Christmas 
greetings to everyone. 

The SPEAKER: Just one call to order, apparently. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: Mr Speaker, you are very, very kind to me. I have said it before and I will say it again: you 
are very kind to me. 

I want to do my thankyous in a moment, but I just want to make a few comments first. First of all, the end of the 
parliamentary year, of course, is an exciting day. It is like the last day of school really. People are very happy to 
be exiting this place, but it is a funny feeling, because when I am not here, I dread coming back, but when I am 
here, I kind of like it; and when you are in the midst of all the debate and argument and every day’s wild and 
frantic events, it is exciting. So, in a way I will miss it. On the other hand, it is the last day of school, and it is 
exciting, and you get to go home of an evening, and once all the school graduations are over, you reconnect with 
family and friends; so not being here has its upsides as well. 

We have had an interesting year. I will not go over all the legislation, but it has been, as every year always is, an 
intense political year, full of interesting and amazing events—motions, grievances, pieces of legislation and the 
like. But there have been a few interesting ones recently. Of course, a week or two ago we had the leprechaun-
gate affair, which had everyone quite engaged. We then had the unfortunate photographs, of course, that were 
taken of members of the house from the gallery, which certainly excited you, Mr Speaker, and the consequence 
of it — 

The SPEAKER: That may have been when you were called to order. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: That is right. I think it might have been my remarks about the photographs that excited 
you, Mr Speaker. Then, of course, the consequence was the expulsion from the house of the member for Victoria 
Park and the member for Pilbara; I think they were collateral damage for my remarks on the photographer in the 
gallery! 

Mr R.H. Cook: Were they your human shields? 

Mr M. McGOWAN: They were embedded, but unfortunately were caught in the crossfire! In any event, it is the 
last day of the year, so everyone is happy and everyone is forgiven. 

I want to pass on my thanks to a range of people in the house. First of all, you, Mr Speaker, for all your work and 
guidance in this place, and the clerks, Peter McHugh, John Mandy—who retired—and Kirsten Robinson. I do 
not want to name everyone the Leader of the House named because I do not want to go over the same list, but I 
want to name a few people.  

First of all, a piece of green paper arrived on my desk earlier today; I am not sure who it is from, but it reads — 
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Mark. Don’t forget to mention Vince La-Galia, arguably the most important bloke in the joint.  

It has been put in front of me, so it must be right! It is not “arguably”; he is the most important bloke in the joint. 
Every time I see him, he encourages me to follow the lead of Silvio Berlusconi. I am not sure his political advice 
is the best, but he is a very, very important person in this house. I am not sure how it would run without his 
involvement. 

I would like to also thank all the staff standing at the back of the chamber—the Legislative Assembly staff 
members who are ordinarily in the Assembly offices. They do a great job. In this role, I am in this chamber all 
the time, and they are very helpful to me and I am very appreciative of the role they perform. They are really 
helpful; they find me things, and I drink about six litres of water a day—they give me so much water! They are 
also very good researchers and very helpful in finding material that I might need at a moment’s notice. I am not 
sure that that is part of their job description, but in any event, they do it and I appreciate it very much. They are 
very professional people. 

I also thank the people who run the mechanics of the building; I would particularly like to single out a few. As 
the Leader of the House has said, the food here is excellent; I particularly enjoy lunch in the members’ bar. I 
think it is quite healthy and the people who put it together are excellent. George Webb is the head chef, and I 
would also like to acknowledge Preston, who is my friend down in the gym and who I think is an excellent chef. 
I would also like to thank the bar staff; we all mix with the bar staff all the time—in particular, Deb, Anna, Lee 
and Anthony. That is where I get some of my best humour for the day; they are wonderful people. 

I would like to thank the Hansard reporters, and in particular Belinda and her team who, as we say every year, do 
a great job of making what we say sound intelligent and reasonable. I would also like to thank David, the 
audiovisual operator, who is down there in his burrow, making sure that we are on camera and that everything is 
appropriately and properly recorded. 

I thank the switchboard operators, Cathy, Rosalie and Karyn. I would particularly like to acknowledge Marilyn, 
who has been unwell; we acknowledged Marilyn last year, but I would like to acknowledge her for all her work 
again. Cathy was the recipient of an Australian Public Service Medal for her work here. Those women are the 
most cheerful people in the world, and I would like to thank them for all their cheerfulness and friendliness in 
what they do. 

I do know Joe Lubout, the gym instructor in the gym, who is excellent. All members who go to the gym will 
acknowledge that Joe is a friendly, excellent and helpful person. He is not working here as much as he used to, 
but I can guarantee the Leader of the House that if he gets to know Joe, his life expectancy will be somewhat 
longer than it currently is—so I advise him to get down there and meet up with Joe!  

We see the gardeners out there all the time; they do a great job. The grounds of this place are wonderful. 

I would like to acknowledge a few other people; first of all, the journalists upstairs, although I do not think there 
are any upstairs at the moment; I think they are all in the courtyard. They actually do a pretty tough job; it is hard 
to keep track of everything that goes on in here. I think they do a good job. I particularly acknowledge two of 
them: of an evening we will see Natasha Boddy and Oliver Peterson sitting there, working into the evening, 
recording what is going on here or in the upper house, whereas all the others—guys like Gary Adshead and 
Gareth Parker—have all gone home. So I would like to acknowledge Natasha and Oliver, who do the hard yards 
at night when the TV journalists are also gone; they are not around, but Natasha and Oliver are up there burning 
the midnight oil while the others are at home, eating dinner or tucked up in bed. 

I would like to acknowledge my colleagues, and in particular Rita Saffioti, who has just had twins—little 
Alessandro and Lucia. I think they are about two weeks old now, so she is going through the experience of 
having three children under the age of two. That must be quite an experience for her! I wish her and Tim all the 
best. 

I would also like to acknowledge the member for Mindarie, John Quigley, whose birthday it is today. I would 
also like to acknowledge the opposition Whip, David Templeman, who, as everyone knows, is the most comic 
person in the house; he does a good job of diffusing many situations and is a very good occupant of that role. 

I would also like to acknowledge the Leader of the Opposition and his staff. I think they do a very good job. I 
want to particularly mention Steve Kaless, who is a new addition to the Leader of the Opposition’s staff and has 
done a very good job since he has been in that role. Leader of the Opposition staff is a pretty tough gig, and I 
think they do a good job of it. 

In relation to Parliament, I think this is a pretty good quality Parliament. The standard of debate here is 
reasonably high. I have visited other state Parliaments and I think what goes on here is quite good compared with 
the situation in some of the other places I have visited around Australia and observed. I think we have a lot to be 
proud of.  
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As an opposition, I think we have done a pretty good job; it is tough being in opposition. We have certainly done 
a better job than the Queensland opposition did recently; the Leader of the House will not find that he gets a half-
hour break in which to ram through four or five bills while the opposition is absent from the chamber! We have 
not got to the point where we are absent from the chamber for an extended period of time, like the Queensland 
opposition. If we do ever get to that point, I do not know that we would be worthy of being a good opposition. I 
think we have done a reasonable job. 

Mr Speaker, I want to close on this. I have said that I think we are a fairly good Parliament, but I want to 
compare us with another Parliament, and I want you to understand how easy you have it, Mr Speaker, compared 
with Speakers in other Parliaments! I heard a very interesting radio report the other day on the AM program on 
Radio National, and I downloaded a copy of the transcript to share with members. Some members may have 
already heard it. It is titled, “South Korean MP unleashes tear gas in parliament”. I want to read this out, because 
this is very good. It is a report by Mark Willacy, an international journalist for the ABC. The transcript reads, in 
part — 

It’s one sure way of interrupting a parliamentary vote but as opposition MP Kim Sun-dong discovered 
detonating a canister of tear gas and hurling it at the speaker can cause collateral damage. 

On both sides of the chamber there was sneezing, coughing and wheezing. Predictably tears flowed. 
Some even struggled for breath. 

Hansard reporters, well used to the parliamentary chamber descending into a fight club, calmly slipped 
on masks and sat quietly at their posts as the fog wafted in the fists flew. 

(Sound of Korean MPs shouting) 

Another who refused to desert his chair was the speaker, Park Hee-tae.  

He sat regally as MPs crowded around him fanning the gas away with sheets of paper and their suit 
coats. 

So what started this latest fracas?  

Well the government sprang a vote on the ratification of a free trade deal with the United States, 
enraging the opposition.  

… 

“They ratified the bill by surprise,” says opposition MP Lee Yong-sup. “The government should 
apologise to the nation and invalidate the ratification,” he says.  

… 

This isn’t the first time this free trade pact between South Korea and the United States has sparked a 
parliamentary free-for-all. 

(Sound of people shouting yelling) 

Two years ago opposition law-makers besieged the assembly for 12 days in an effort to delay a vote on 
the deal. A year earlier they’d used sledgehammers to try to smash their way into a government 
committee room.  

(Sound of people shouting and things smashing) 

Government MPs fought back with fire extinguishers.  

So just what do you have to do to be ejected from South Korea’s pugilistic parliament? 

Well as Kim Sun-dong discovered hurling a can of tear gas at the speaker does cross the line. But he 
wouldn’t go quietly. It took a couple of burly security guards to eject him. 

(Sound of people shouting)  

I do not think the member for Pilbara is in that category. I think he can be thankful that we have not got to that 
level, although it may be worth going to the Parliament of South Korea to look at exactly what goes on there. 
Mr Speaker, I think that is something that you and other members should consider in the future! 

I wish all members of the house and the staff a happy and safe Christmas and some quality time with their 
families.  
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MR R.H. COOK (Kwinana — Deputy Leader of the Opposition) [5.31 pm]: I rise to make some remarks on 
behalf of the Labor opposition and the Leader of the Opposition, who is making his way to Sydney to attend the 
Australian Labor Party national conference. 

Mr Speaker, I start by thanking you for presiding over the chamber once again this year and undertaking a task 
that I am sure in large part is often done with a certain amount of ill-thanks from around the chamber. You 
undertake a very valuable job in ensuring that we make a contribution to this place and to Parliament in the 
appropriate way. I think you do a terrific job under what are very trying circumstances at times. I would also like 
to thank the Deputy Speaker and the Acting Speakers for the roles they play in continuing to ensure that this 
house performs in a suitable manner. Indeed, some of the Acting Speakers do a very good job during some very 
trying circumstances or fiery debates.  

On behalf of the opposition, I would also like to pass on our thanks to the Clerk of the Legislative Assembly, 
Mr Peter McHugh, and the Deputy Clerk, Ms Kirsten Robinson. To be in this place is an extraordinary privilege. 
We always receive efficient and helpful advice from the Clerks without hesitation, regardless of all the other 
tasks that must be waiting for them, and it never ceases to amaze me how clear, useful and expert that advice is. I 
would also like to join others in thanking the Clerk Assistants and the other chamber staff who provide a great 
service to this chamber, particularly to the member for Rockingham. I do not know of any other member who 
drinks water like he does or who requires such frequent medicating with paracetamol.  

To the Hansard staff, led by Ms Belinda Corey, thank you very much for making us sound eloquent; indeed, I 
suspect, more eloquent than we often are or deserve to be reported. I also thank Mr Russell Bremner, Executive 
Manager, Parliamentary Services; Mr Graham McDonald, Building Services Manager; and the gardeners. We 
are used to being recognised and acknowledged by staff inside the building but no member of the curatorial or 
maintenance staff in this building has ever not stopped and said good morning or acknowledged me as I pass by. 
They do a fantastic job. We often talk about the dignity and the way this place runs as a building, but the gardens 
and surrounding built infrastructure play a very important role in maintaining the dignity of this place. I thank 
the security staff for their efforts, despite the fact that they could not track down the person who took my 
backpack from my car earlier this year or smashed the window and took other contents as well. I might add that 
we were able to retrieve my entire CD collection, which was strewn around the place. 

Mr J.M. Francis: What was on the CD collection? 

Mr R.H. COOK: I cannot believe that someone would reject the very best of the Psychedelic Furs. It is a great, 
iconic 1980s band, but clearly not of value to whoever took everything else from the car. 

I thank the catering staff, led by Enno Schijf. I thank those members who have been able to be discerning about 
their menu selections and commiserate with those members of Parliament who are unable to resist large 
quantities of the food in the dining room. It is, indeed, very good. I also thank Vince for his wonderful service to 
this building. I also want to place on the record, on behalf of the staff of the Leader of the Opposition, thanks to 
Vince for providing them with leftovers or surplus-to-needs food that sometimes, whether officially or 
unofficially—I gather from what the Leader of the House is saying that is very much unofficially—the staff 
members are able to enjoy. I thank Vince for that.  

To the committee staff across the Legislative Assembly standing committees and joint committees, I thank them 
for providing expert advice and reportage. Also, I acknowledge the indefatigable patience of the switchboard 
staff—Cathy, Karyn and Rosalie—who do a fantastic job. I also want to place on the record my thanks to 
everyone in the Finance Unit, Human Resources, Information Technology and the Parliamentary Library. I want 
to thank the Premier, who is not here today, and also the Leader of the Opposition who, as I said, is travelling as 
we speak, and the Leader of the National Party for their leadership of this place; and the Independents who have 
provided some unique circumstances that confront you, Mr Speaker, on many occasions but I think provide an 
extra level of interest to the democratic processes.  

I thank the government and opposition Whips for making sure that we do as we are told. In particular, I want to 
thank the Leader of the House for his service to this place. It was good to see the authority he exercised 
yesterday as we attempted to navigate through private members’ business. It was very good to see the way he 
commanded his side, and also the member for Jandakot in the Chair did a terrific job as well.  

I want to particularly thank the manager of opposition business for his service on our side. He does a fantastic 
job of coordinating the team and making sure that we remain an effective opposition. I also want to place on 
record the fact that 14 December will mark the fifteenth year of his service in Parliament. I want to personally 
pass on my congratulations to the member for Rockingham for being here all that time. For someone who has 
been here just over three years, it seems like an incredibly long time. The member for Rockingham maintains 
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great enthusiasm and freshness in his approach in this place. I join my colleagues and his local branch in 
congratulating him for that milestone.  

I want to particularly place on record my thanks to my caucus colleagues on behalf of the Leader of the 
Opposition. We play a very important role in the democratic process, which is one of opposition. The role of 
opposition is a thankless one but one that is very important in making sure that we produce a good government 
and that government stays on its toes. I think we perform that job very well. I join the leader in thanking all the 
members of caucus for their time, effort and deep commitment to this place. I thank also the president and the 
secretary of the state Parliamentary Labor Party, the member for Nollamara and the member for Joondalup, for 
maintaining our team. We thank the state Parliamentary Labor Party staff member Linda Goncalves, who 
worked for us for much of this year and is now enjoying an alternative lifestyle in Broome. We are quietly 
jealous of her life decisions. This year we welcome Melissa DeBorrello, who joined our staff, and our ongoing 
thanks for the work done by Emm Ward.  

To the Leader of the Opposition staff, I place on the record our deep appreciation for the work they do, in 
particular the new chief of staff, Donna Plummer, who is doing a fantastic job in that role. I want to acknowledge 
in particular the member for Scarborough and the circumstances she and her family are in, particularly her 
husband’s fight. We wish you all the best and hope you, your husband and your family have a great Christmas. 
Congratulations to the member for West Swan for the very welcome arrival of her twins. She is now leading an 
extraordinarily busy life, which I think makes the life of a member of Parliament pale into insignificance 
compared to what she and her husband, Tim, have going on in their lives at the moment.  

This year has been an extraordinary year in terms of natural disasters. There have been earthquakes, tsunamis, 
cyclones and floods and we have had fires in the Perth hills and recently in Margaret River, of course. 
Extraordinarily strong resolve and human spirit has been shown in the context of those natural disasters. I think it 
is important we place on record our acknowledgement of the experiences of those people around the world and 
in this state who have suffered as a result of those events.  

Above all, on behalf of the Labor opposition, I would like to wish the Western Australian community a happy 
festive season and a safe season, particularly on our roads, as people go about their holidays. I also wish all 
members of Parliament a very happy and safe Christmas and a happy New Year and I look forward to seeing 
everyone back here in 2012—a little more rested and with a bit more spring in their step so that we can do it all 
again. Thank you.  

THE SPEAKER (Mr G.A. Woodhams): Members, it is my great pleasure to stand before you on this 
marvellous day. Can I indicate to you that I have done extensive research on the adjournment speech with four 
and a half pages in 2008, six and a half pages in 2009 and seven and a half pages in 2010—not all my own 
comments, members, as some of them belong to you. I also indicate at this point that the challenge of the 
crayfish versus members sees the crayfish leading by 50 to nine! We are the nine! I also indicate to members that 
although I have been in the chair now since five o’clock and it is 18 minutes to six, this glass of water was last 
touched by the member for Mount Lawley! Despite the great praise heaped on those who might be at the back of 
this chamber, not one has come to recharge his glass; they are not going near it—not going near it at all!  

Members, quite seriously, can I add some comments over the top of what has already been said, but I will not 
repeat a lot of the names and a lot of the departments because I think the acknowledgements provided have been 
more than adequate and more than suitable. I certainly thank the members who have stood on their feet today 
and acknowledged the role of the Speaker, but I think, more importantly, acknowledged the role of the Deputy 
Speaker and the Acting Speakers, because to have good people behind me and to be able to follow through in 
this position is essential. Therefore, I, too, would like to thank them.  

I give thanks to the Assembly executive, headed by Peter McHugh; Kirsten Robinson, acting in John Mandy’s 
absence; Liz Kerr; Scott Nalder; Isla Macphail, my more-than-able Sergeant at Arms; Anne Day, who works in 
what might be described as a corridor in the Assembly—we hope to provide some more appropriate 
accommodation for Anne in the new year—and Louise Kierath, my executive assistant. I say thank you to all 
those people for not only their marvellous advice but also their good company, often in difficult times. Thank 
you very much.  

To the LA office, whom I have suitably bagged out, I do genuinely appreciate your words and your time. Those 
of us who are members in this place might make the observation at this particular point that they are almost the 
same in number as we are. I suggest that some of them spend more time in here right across the year than some 
members—no names mentioned. But thank you very much John Seal-Pollard; I know you head up the office. 
Denis Hippolyte, I cannot see you, but if you are watching on the monitor, fantastic. Alice Jones is here; Daniel 
“Stamford Bridge” Govas—great, Daniel. Lachlan Gregory, who joined us this year, along with Grace Maynard, 
thank you very much; and to Sarah Smith, whom I do not know—I am not seeking an interjection to hear 
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whether you will stay with us in 2012—it has been marvellous having you in the chamber this last little while. I 
also acknowledge in her absence Vanessa Beckingham who is on leave.  

Please feel free to take a seat, member for Forrestfield. I know I am on my feet, but you need not at this point 
remain riveted or standing where you came in, but I thank you for your acknowledgement.  

I acknowledge the work the Parliamentary Education Office does in this place.  

Mrs L.M. Harvey: Hear, hear!  

The SPEAKER: Quite often I think the Education Office goes unnoticed for its greater work in the community. 
Certainly those of us around the house often might see someone from the Education Office taking a tour around 
Parliament House, and that is a very important part of this process that we have here. There is a very strong 
educational outreach program, headed up by the Education Office. Without exaggerating things, and without 
comparing ourselves to the South Korean chamber, member for Rockingham, because I do not know what their 
educational process is like —  

Mr M. McGowan: It would be worth finding out! 

The SPEAKER: — we certainly lead the nation in our educational processes, and I thank the Education Office 
for that.  

To the LA committee office, Scott Nalder, Emma Clegg, Trish Grimmet, Pamela Clarke and Robert Purshouse, I 
thank you as well. I see that Scott now often spends some time here in the chamber. To all the committee 
research and principal officers, I thank you for those of us who serve on various committees in this place. I hear 
regularly acknowledged during presentations of committee reports the abilities of those people, and I further 
endorse those comments.  

Two people who have not been mentioned today but whom I would like to mention are Professor David Black 
and Dr Harry Phillips, who are part of our Parliamentary History Advisory Committee. Once again, I offer that 
the Parliamentary History Advisory Committee here in Western Australia leads the nation in what it has been 
able to capture and its ongoing work.  

I thought you were going to replace the glass of water, Alice; nevertheless, if it is a book that you need, fine, you 
can go away with that!  

I acknowledge the Parliamentary History Advisory Committee because its work is very important in a Western 
Australian context and from a Western Australian perspective, and Harry and David are very enthusiastic; they 
are people who are very keen to record our history, and I would like to acknowledge that.  

Members of Parliament, the Premier and the Leader of the House, thank you for your cooperation and your 
involvement in my role this year. Likewise, to the Leader of the Opposition, and the leader of opposition 
business, I make the same comments. I suggest that we all have good working relationships, and I hope that will 
continue. I do notice in the house one member who went away on a delegation this year—the delegation that is 
otherwise known as the “white fish troop” to Hangzhou and Zhejiang, a particular Chinese province, with which 
we have a sister state relationship. I acknowledge those members who travelled with me on that trip for their 
good company and their good humour, and the important part this Parliament and those delegations have in 
supporting and endorsing our sister state relationships.  

The other sister state relationship we have is with the Hyogo Prefecture in Japan. Once again we undertook a 
delegation there subtitled the sake, teriyaki and Kill Bill delegation. That was also a delegation appreciated by 
the members who travelled and also by our trade office there headed up by Craig Peacock, who is a marvellous 
ambassador for this state. Finally, the other delegation undertaken this year was what I will call the Voortrekkers 
tour to South Africa. We are in the very preliminary stages of investigating further relationships with our 
neighbours to the west. That was also a tour undertaken under the Speaker’s delegation and I would like to 
acknowledge the members who travelled on that.  

From other perspectives of the Western Australian Parliament, I acknowledge the Parliamentary Services 
Department under the leadership of Russell Bremner. Russell, wherever you are out there, I saw both Vanessa 
and Vicki working two nights ago—not for you, but serving food. Perhaps they are not being paid adequately 
and they are having to moonlight. So, Russell, I suggest to you that you review the salaries of both Vanessa 
Hughes and Vicki Patterson; obviously they need to be increased! You have good staff, but perhaps you are not 
looking after them! I acknowledge Graham McDonald, who has been mentioned, and also the good people, the 
sensational telephonists, who I suggest are without peer. I cannot recall who made the comment, but as soon as 
you say one word to them they know who you are. The telephonists in this place are very dangerous people! I 
would also like to acknowledge the fantastic catering service provided here headed by the Catering Services 
Manager, Enno Schijf. I would be very disappointed in myself if I did not mention the work of Vince La-Galia. 
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Vince comes to me every morning and says, “Mr Fawlty, Mr Fawlty, do you want a cup of coffee?” and I say, 
“Of course, Manuel”.  

Mr G.M. Castrilli interjected.  

The SPEAKER: You finally got that one, Member for Bunbury; that is fantastic! In finance, I acknowledge 
Dawn Timmerman, who is on leave. I would not describe her as an accountant; she is far beyond that. Certainly 
from my perspective of dealing regularly with a whole range of financial issues in this place, her work is valued. 
I acknowledge Rob Hunter from Human Resources and John Buchanan from Information Technology. Can I 
also remind people about the Parliamentary Library. If you have never visited do so. It is an absolutely brilliant 
facility and I acknowledge the work of Judy Ballantyne and all her people there. Hansard reporters are not 
dissimilar to the Legislative Assembly staff in the LA office in that quite a lot of them would spend more time in 
this place than a lot of our members. I take my hat off to Belinda Corey. There are 30-plus staff in Hansard. 
Belinda Corey and all of your good people, I thank you.  

The last person I will mention is Tony Paterson, who heads security here, and there is a reason that I do that. 
Members and staff, over summer there will be a substantial overhaul and refit of the security in this place. When 
you return next year, you may not especially notice that things look remarkably different from a physical 
perspective, but one of the things that will change will be that access to various places around the Parliament will 
absolutely require you to have your pass at all times. There are certain places in the Parliament at the moment 
that we can all go to without a pass, but the security levels around this place are being stepped up. I provide that 
very preliminary advice that you will need your pass on you at all times.  

Mr R.H. Cook: Crayfish has got the member for Jandakot! 

The SPEAKER: Yes, finally! As a final comment, I thank the staff once again for 2011. I take this opportunity 
to wish you, your families and the people you care for all the best for this coming festive season and I look 
forward to seeing you in 2012. 

Members: Hear, hear! 

Question put and passed. 

House adjourned at 5.55 pm 
__________ 

 
 


